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CONRAD   RECEIVES  THE  NEWS  OF   HIS   ELECTION
The messengers we told about
And whom we witnessed setting out
Rode on their mission day by day
As they had planned, and in this way
They came to Tyre in proper course.
There each dismounted from his horse                                8,720
And sought the marquis, to declare
The purpose that had brought them there.
They greeted him with courtesy.
While he and all his company
Into great peals of laughter broke
For greeting. Then Count Henry spoke
And said, in all good will disposed:
"The king, Sir Marquis, and the host
Of Christian knights at Ascalon
Upon you have bestowed the crown                                     8,730
And realm of Syria. Come, lead
Your marshaled host. You shall succeed
In conquering it gallantly."
Then, says the story truthfully,
Such joy throughout his heart was spread
That, while his lords hearkened, he said.
With hands raised toward the firmament
(Which later many did resent):
"Oh, fair Lord God, Who did create
Me [and with soul illuminate] ?                                             s374<>
Thou Who art King of truth and good,
Since, Sire, Thou knowest mine aptitude
To rule Thy kingdom righteously,
Let now the crown be given mej
But if Thou feel I am not fit
Do not give Thy consent to it"
PREPARATIONS FOR CONRAD'S CORONATION
Now were the tidings heard and told
And spread broadcast in the stronghold
That the marquis would rule the land